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SUBJECT: ABRASIMOV EOLLOWS UP PRESS CONFERENCE WITH SHORT 
HORIZONT INTERVIEW 

REE: BERLIN 5506 

1. IN A EOLLOW UP TO HIS MARCH 10 PRESS CONEERENCE 
IN EAST BERLIN, SOVIET AMBASSADOR ANSWERED TWO 
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS IN AN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN 
GDR WEEKLY HORIZONT MARCH 16. ABRASIMOV ATTACKED 
WESTERN JOURNALISTS WHO COVERED HIS PRESS CONFERENCE 
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FOR NOT REPORTING HIS REMARKS ON SOVIET SUCCESSES IN 
MEDICINE AND EDUCATION. FOR ABRASIMOV, THIS SHOWED 
THAT THE WEST REFERRED TO HELSINKI ONLY IN REGARD TO 
THEIR OWN INTERPRETATION OF "HUMAN RIGHTS", WHILE 
IGNORING THE FULFILLMENT OF TRUE HUMAN RIGHTS UNDER 
SOCIALISM. 
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2. ASKED FOR HIS ASSESSMENT OF REACTION IN THE ERG 
AND WEST BERLIN TO HIS STATEMENTS ON THE QA, 

ABRASIMOV ACCUSED CERTAIN WESTERN POLITICIANS AND 
NEWSPAPERS OF TURNING HIS REMARKS AROUND. HE EXPRESSED 
PARTICULAR IRRITATION WITH GOVERNING MAYOR SCHUTZ 
FOR ATTEMPTING TO CONCERN HIMSELF WITH ISSUES BEYOND 
HIS COMPETENCE WHEN HE SPOKE OF A "FOUR POWER STATUS” 

FOR "GREATER BERLIN.” ABRASIMOV REEEMPHASIZED THAT 
THERE IS A "SOCIALIST BERLIN - THE CAPITAL OF THE GDR" - 
AND WEST BERLIN, WHOSE VIABILITY "DEPENDS IN MANY 
RESPECTS ON THE STRICT OBSERVANCE OF THE QA." 

3. COMMENT: IN HIS CONFERENCE, ABRASIMOV HAD 
IN EFFECT CHALLENGED WESTERN REPORTERS TO GIVE 
EQUAL COVERAGE TO HIS REMARKS ON SOVIET SUCCESSES 
IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS AREA. IT IS THUS PPROBABLE THAT 

THE FOLLOW-UP HORIZONT INTERVIEW WAS PLANNED IN ADVANCE 
TO GIVE ABRASIMOV A CHANCE TO GET HIS "I TOLD YOU SO" 

ON RECORD AND PROVED A CONVENIENT OPPORTUNITY TO 
ATTACK SHUTZ AS WELL. WE HAD HEARD FROM THE BRITISH 
EMBASSY ON MARCH 13 THAT THEY UNDERSTOOD ABRASIMOV 
INTENDED TO CLARIFY SOME OF HIS PRESS 
CONFERENCE REMARKS INCLUDING THOSE ON ALLIED 
MILITARY RIGHTS IN EAST BERLIN. ABRASIMOV DID NOT 
USE THE HORIZONT INTERVIEW TO SAY ANYTHING FURTHER 
ON THE MILITARY RIGHTS QUESTION, HOWEVER, AND WE 
HAVE NO INDICATIONS THAT HE INTENDS TO DO SO ELSE- 
WHERE. POLANSKY 
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